" |

® X Wedd, =
BOUSSPIANG s
)

o il svylad
'3v”'~~ :' " '7

.‘H

'''''

8 NCH Healthcare System collaborates with
Matterhorn Fit

1 0 3 0 Playing with bubbles to create art

41 to 44 Restaurants

2 0 What golf tee should you be playing from?

Gargiulo Center broadens horizons for children

1 2 Naples Community Orchestra opens 2023 season
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Gargiulo Education
Center seeks to
teach more kids

By Jeff Lytle
lytle@swspotlight.com
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The curriculum includes mathematics, science, business and
entrepreneurship.

Support services include food and medical, dental and mental health
care.

Students get out into the community to shadow executives.

What sounds like a model for a college actually is a snapshot of Gargiulo
Education Center, based at Rail Head Industrial Park off Old U.S. 41 and
dedicated to broadening horizons of farm laborers’ children from two
nearby migrant housing complexes. Gargiulo runs the complexes, farms,
the education center and a packing house next door.

Nearly 70 K-12 students come on weekdays after school to do their
homework, have their grades monitored and learn new skills to help break
the cycle of poverty. That effort can be complicated when parents follow
crops from state to state.

The GEC hub of activity now seeks to expand and serve even more
children. Mary Asta, the sparkplug executive director and a board member,
has her eye on one of three neighboring idle buildings. Location, she
explained, is crucial to maintain linkage with the existing center, students
and families, who clean the school and cook native annual banquets for
donors. She told Spotlight she has $500,000 already and will mount a
fundraising campaign, which she has done for medical and military founda-
tions in New York.

The Pavilion Barber Shop sy

Students at Gargiulo Education Center get assistance with homework.
An old fashion barber shop in the heart of paradise

Meanwhile, she and the center have other needs, such as a sponsor
6 BARBERS for an entrepreneurial program next year; a business mentor for a “store”
HoOURS: MON-FRI 8:30-4:00 stocked with donated goods that serve as rewards for good grades
. . and conduct; and a van for field trips for fun and learning about career
WALK-INS ONLY At a pre-holiday party for students, families and supporters, “improved
. grades” was a common refrain from youngsters when asked what the
PHONE: (23 9) 5929270 education center means to them.

High schooler Aaron Rodriguez added that the center opened his eyes
to criminal justice and the hospitality industry as possible academic and

839 Vanderbilt Beach Road * Naples, FL 34108 career pursuits.

Next to Movies at the Pavilion Shopping Center

Continued on next page

LEGENDS GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB | $399,000 nT YNNE SHADOW WOOD AT THE BROOKS | $375,000
14541 LEGENDS BLVD N #301, FORT MYERS, FL 10422 AUTUMN BREEZE DR #202, ESTERO, FL

2Beds + Den, 2 Baths, 1567 sq ft under air. 3rd floor furnished end unit, with spectacular @ ‘ CHRISTIE’S 3 beds, 2 baths, 1 car gorage. Gorgeous Lake & Golf views await you from this 2nd floor Carriage
Golf & Lake Views. Social + Golf Membership is INCLUDED. No cart fees & no green fees. Home. Western exposure, Split floor plan for privacy. Optional Golf & Social Memberships available.
THE REAL ESTATE AGENT FRIENDS RECOMMEND

Cell (239) 565-1823 « Office (239) 949-7437 » Fax (239) 495-4127 « Cathy@CathyWynne.com ¢ www.CathyWynne.com
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A guest at the holiday festivities, Marcia Weis, brought books as gifts for the third
year in a row.

Ashley Pimentel, a senior, has attended the center since kinder-
garten and leans toward majoring in business management at Florida
SouthWestern State College and, later, Florida Gulf Coast University.

She was proud to tell Spotlight her sister, now 29, is a center alumna now
working as a nurse.

A guest at the holiday festivities, Marcia Weis of Quail Creek, brought
books as gifts for the third year in a row. She told of one little boy who was
curious about the world, so she brought him an atlas. That hooked him on
learning, she said, and she enjoyed
reading to him from another brand
new geography book this year. “They
leave a little twang in my heart,” Weis
said of the students.

To stretch an annual budget of
$750,000, the education center reports
along list of community business
and non-profit partners. The center’s
focus on STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts/music and math)
is labor-intensive, with all paid or volunteer teachers certified in their
subjects. Other curriculum seeks to build character, emotional stability
and even etiquette, with students at the holiday party being reminded to
use napkins. Visits to assisted living centers teach compassion, Asta told
Spotlight, and remind students that the elderly come from diverse and
productive backgrounds as workers and parents.

Testimonials help tell the story of the Gargiulo Education Center.

Lisa Morse, director of community engagement for Collier County Public
Schools, points to teamwork. “CCPS services migrant students through
our school-based programs and family-based services,” she said, “and we
believe all supplemental services benefit the academic achievement of this
needy population.”

Nearly 70 K-12 students
come on weekdays
after school to do their
homework, have their
grades monitored and
learn new skills to help
break the cycle of poverty.
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Students at GEC get music lessons on piano, voice, guitar, ukulele and songwriting.

The Collier Community Foundation’s senior director of marketing and
public relations, Cindi Withorn, hails the education center’s administrative
and grant efforts. “We are honored that GEC chooses to keep its endow-
ment fund with our community foundation, enabling GEC’s endowment
fund to receive tax-deductible donations and grow to support GEC’s
valuable work,” Withorn commented. “The foundation was also honored
to support GEC’s hurricane relief work with a grant in October to support
efforts for the deserving students and families they serve.”

Maria Jimenez-Lara, CEO of the Naples Children & Education Foundation,
praised the “much needed” center and sums up GEC’s mission: “Since our
initial grant in 2015, we have seen meaningful results in increasing the
number of at-risk students graduating high school and going on to college,
thus improving the future of entire families, one child at a time.” <@
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By Lisa Green
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Your Local Resource For Interior
Design and Distinctive Custom
Window Treatments.

- Residential Interior Design Services

« Custom Drapery and Custom
Bedding

- Wallpaper and Painting

- Residential Remodels

- Plantation Shutters

« Custom Window Treatments

HunterDouglas &&

Season Savings
30% OFF

Custom Window Treatments

20% OFF

Custom Draperies and Bedding
Offers end January 31,2023

LG Interiors works with over 100 plus vendors and contractors to offer
the best quality of craftsmanship and professionalism to our clients.
Whether your budget is small or large, we offer unique creative
designs with the focus of bringing your stye to life.

To start your Design Journey, call us today
to schedule your complementary
in-home consultation.
239-315-2847

We Bring the Showroom to You!






